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The Land of Water & Wind Awakens:

Tilaran Fights against lllegal Development amidst Destruction of its Highlands

RDF TOPIC AREA(s): lllegal Land & Real Estate Development
and Social Welfare

coasts, spreading like a cancer toward the higher ground,
the lakes and mountains.

THE FOLLOWINGPBOVIDED B'ME ASOCIACION ECOLOGICA
FUENTES VERDES
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natives of Tilaran, represents the highlands of Guanacaste.

The Asociacion Ecologica Fuentes Verdes is locaatedn Tilaran, In these vast lands water and wind generate about 60 % of
Costa Ricalt is a registered norprofit organizationwith the 0KS O2dzyiNEQa St SOGNAROAGE |
goal of preserving the Lake Arenal Watershathile the the zones below via 137 kilometers of main canals feeding
environmental laws of Costa Rica are sound, in many cases the 31 000 hectares of crops and 500 hectares of fish farms.
resources to enforce them are inadequate. For this reason, the

actions of private citizens and ngovernmental organizations Primarily, the wealth of these lands comes from its

become all the more importanthttp:/fuentesverdes.org

TILARAN AWAKENS

Costa Rica has been an example for the world, known
primarily for its biodiversity and natural beauty; as well as,
its peaceful and conservative people. However, we must
not confuse this attitude with apathy and permissiveness
towards the destruction and looting of our natural
resources.

The deficiency of suitable laws and regulating (zoning)
plans, the slowness and inefficiency of the state
bureaucratic institutions to adequately respond to the
impact generated by socio-urban growth, and strong
foreign capital investments confronts us with our
responsibility to act as concerned citizens to ensure the
economic and social health of our country. It is our
responsibility; we must raise the banner of our national
rights to directly confront the momentum of unscrupulous
developers by watching and denouncing corruption and
violations of the laws, created to protect our environment
and quality of life.

Today, as has happened in most of the coastlands of
Guanacaste, the stability of our natural resources and our
ecosystems are in serious danger. Apart from population
growth and its concomitant environmental impact,
uncontrolled development lead by foreign capital
investment has entered the scene, has devastated our

geological position, it constant winds, its forests, its
wildlife, its natural beauty, and its simple working people
dedicated mainly to cattle ranching and agriculture.

Now, in the mountains that overhang and surround Lake
Arenal, greedy investors, capitalists whose only interest is
to profit and to fill their pockets with money at the expense
and sacrifice of our environment, are demolishing the
mountains and constructing high buildings. Unfortunately,
all this was done with the endorsement and support of the
government institutions; entities that were created to
protect and seek a balance between development and
nature. It seems, as gauged by results seen in the last year,
that our political leaders have devoted great effort to
selling the country, the integrity of our land, and our
wealth for the benefit of a few who are the domestic and
foreign economic elite.

The vulnerability of this area is enhanced by the absence of
a regulatory (zoning) plan, and is compounded by a lack of
clarity in the laws and regulations which govern this type of
investment. We should also point to the legal constraints
that inhibit the state institutions to act beyond their
jurisdiction, as situation that many opportunists have used
to their advantage to escape through the cracks and gaps
of the system.
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condominiums on a mountain that has now broken down

producing landslides and accumulations of land in the
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http://fuentesverdes.org/

rainy season. It is a project, which from its beginning,
initiated construction without the necessary technical
studies and approval of water resources, lacking the
capacity to collect water, and without the necessary
infrastructure for the provision of drinking water. Yet, it
was given all permissions, including that of SETENA.

And, AyA during the processing and approval of the project
issued a letter stating that the area has the water capacity;
a letter which at no time was meant to be interpreted as
guarantee of water resource for such a development.

Faced with questions and suggestions imposed on May 28,
2009 by the Asociacion Ecologica Fuentes Verdes, SETENA
issued Resolution No. 1917-2009-SETENA, in which it
stated that the developer meets all the environmental
commitments. On July 15, 2009, AyA issued Document No.
INGZA-2009-MHYy = ol aSR 2V
water capacity exists, nor is there aqueduct infrastructure
in the area where the project is being developed; and
additionally, that there is no capacity for sewage
O2ft t SOUA 2y thk sfea éngnBered fokEhe pficr
reasons and for parallel growth for demand of the
resource, literally negating water availability for the
project.

Given these conditions, the Association brought a case
before the SALA IV denouncing the Municipality of Tilaran
for authorizing the building permits of the project without
availability of the basic resources, the AyA for having issued
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giving Environmental Approval of the project without the
necessary infrastructure to properly manage water
resource, the corresponding Investors for ignoring the
illusive note regarding the case provided by AyA.
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The route taken by the Investors took advantage of the
simplicity and needs of the nearby town, the writing and
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ASADA of Rio Piedras (the Administrative Association of
Rural Aqueducts) promises to provide them with the vital
water resource; a letter which is in stark contrast with the
studies realized by AyA and obviously opposite to the
realities of the fact. This letter was signed by the president
of the ASADA who, in turn, was directly employed by the
Investors.

This generates a series of doubts and questions, among
them: From where has the water been taken to carry out
the construction and operations?... Why is it that SETENA
gives Environmental Approval to a project of this
magnitude without the vital water resource and without

- t_hef necessary infrastructure? How can an ASADA, oppose
O!o the t%cang\E2 Au%i@s %nd fecisions of AyA that are

behind this?

We hope that the Constitutional Room (SALA IV) will once
again pronounce in favor of the health of the system and
order the suspension of the project until it can be counted
on, with sufficient clarity and transparency, both the
management of the drinking water and the required
infrastructure and assurance of the management of waste
water and contaminants.

We must awaken and direct interest on the government
institutions and private organizations to be transparent,
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environment.

By Patricia Brenes Trejos
Cédula 1-530-750
Asociacidon Ecoldgica Fuentes Verdes

< SEE PHOTOGRAPHS BELOW >

The photographs are not part of the Asociacion Ecologia Fuentes document.
They have been added by The Responsible Development Front.
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Perched on the mountside overlooking the lake, lies the 300 condominiums project,
Three, Four, Five, S.A. initiated without the necessary technical studies and approval of
water resources, lacking the capacity to collect water, and without the necessary
infrastructure for the provision of drinking water. Photo by The RDF

Entrance of real estate development Three, Four, Five, S.A. Photo by The RDF
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&'\0 5°5’€% Development must ensure the long -term, providing sustainable, positive cultural/social impact,
R G(‘ strong environmental and natural resource protection, and socioeconomic benefits that are fairly
3 £ distributed to all stakeholder s.
s o . . .
i soell” Demand that the real estate and construction sectors be required to adhere to the se principles.

Make a DONATION to the  Responsible Development Front.
Contact us at  TheResponsibleDevelopmentFront@gmail.com

The Responsible Development Front Newsletter is a private newsletter and reserves the right to exclude who it chooses from its distribution list . The

material contained in this nBhwRespondbéDevelspment Eroiitdtsnotintended to, adr should it, be

interpreted inany  other manner .
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